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Topic:  Arriving at your First Show 

So you’ve decided to enter a few birds in a CHB Poultry show! You’ve read the Show 
Book, got your entries sent in to the show secretary and paid your fee. So what’s next?   
 
One thing you can do a couple of weeks ahead of the show is look your birds over 
carefully to make sure they don’t have any lice or mites.  Part the feathers on the back, 
under the wings and in the vent area and look carefully for anything that crawls on the 
bird’s skin.  Mites will leave a dark, sticky residue at the base of the feathers.  If you find 
any sign of external parasites, you’ll need to have them cleared up completely before the 
show.  
  
Your birds will look their best if you give them a bath a few days before the show. Bathing 
and other show prep will be covered in another “Tips for Exhibitors” page. 
 
On the morning of the show you’ll want to be well organized so you arrive at the venue 
on time, and well before judging starts.  Transport your birds in a cage, crate or well 
ventilated box. At the smaller CHB summer shows you can coop in your birds right away 
when you arrive.  There will be a cage set up and ready for you to put your bird into.  
 
Look for the tag on the cage with your name on it, and double check that the information 
on the tag is correct before placing your bird in the cage. This is a good time to do any 
last minute grooming as well.  There will be CHB board members in the area if you need 
help finding the correct class and the cage where your bird belongs.  At the larger shows, 
it may be necessary to stop and check in first at the show office.  
 
Once your birds are cooped in, you can give them some water in the cup provided. Most 
exhibitors choose not to feed their birds until after judging is finished, but if the class will 
be judged later in the day you might want to give them some food as well.  Sometimes 
the feeding and watering duties are looked after by volunteers.  But ultimately it’s up to 
you to make sure your birds are cared for while they are at the show. 
 
Now it’s time to relax, visit with other exhibitors and enjoy the exciting experience of your 
first poultry show! 


